
gympie.qld.gov.au

Agri-Business and Town Planning Requirements

What is a Material Change of Use? Includes but is not limited to the start of a new use of 
premises or a material increase in the intensity or scale of the use on the premises. 

What is a Planning Approval/Development Permit? Authorises the carrying out of assessable 
development. 

When do I need a Planning Approval? 

Private Land – If, a genuine once off event (i.e. a temporary use) may not need planning 
approval (although a local laws permit may be required). 

Otherwise, if not deemed to be a temporary use, then planning approval will be required if 
the proposal is assessable development under a categorising instrument.  

Council owned land – Event permit is required/local laws. 
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Planning Instruments 

Local Categorising Planning Instrument for the 
Gympie Region

1. Gympie Regional Council Planning Scheme 2013 
v3.0 (Planning Scheme); and

2. Temporary Local Planning Instrument (TLPI) –
Protection of Biodiversity Values 

Categories of Development 

• Accepted development – no planning provisions.
• Accepted development subject to requirements 

– self-assessable against the assessment 
benchmarks

• Code Assessment – Application is required and 
assessed against certain codes in Planning Scheme

• Impact Assessment – Application is required –
broader assessment against whole Planning 
Scheme and requires public notification. 
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Examples of Accepted Development in the 
Rural Zone
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Rural Industry: The Planning Scheme allows for certain value adding activities to be 
undertaken in rural areas (where associated with a lawful rural use) without the need for 
development approval to be obtained from council.  A Rural Industry is defined as:

Examples of Value-Adding Activities in Rural 
Areas
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Farm Based Short Term Accommodation:

Farm Stay Accommodation can be considered 
a Home Based Business under the Gympie 
Regional Council Planning Scheme 2013 
depending upon how it is intended to be 
operated. 

Home Based Business is defined as:
• ‘A dwelling used for a business activity where 

subordinate to the residential use.’
• Provisions in the Home Based Business Code for a Bed 

and Breakfast.
• Accepted development subject to requirements –

Home Based Business Code. 

Tourist Park: 
• Tourist park up to four (4) caravans, cabins, tents or 

similar structures on the site is accepted development 
subject to requirements. 
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Examples of Value-Adding that is Accepted 
Development 

The Planning Scheme provides that a 
Tourist attraction if involving small scale 
agri-tourism associated with a rural use 
on the site is ‘Accepted Development’. 
Meaning that planning approval is not 
required to be obtained in order for the 
use to be undertaken lawfully under the 
Planning Scheme. 
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Tourist Attraction for Small Scale Agri-tourism
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Agri-tourism (cont)

The tourist attraction may include provision of food and drink for consumption on-site, 
however this cannot be the primary use, otherwise an application for a ‘Food and drink 
outlet’ (i.e. café, restaurant) would be required.

Should you be considering extending your activities beyond this (i.e. a restaurant, 
camping, functions/weddings/Music Festivals/Education Facilities) you should contact 
Council’s Development Assessment Team on (07) 5481 0454.
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Seeking Advice 
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Approvals and Timeframes 

• Timeframes will vary depending on the types of 
approvals, level of assessment and number of 
applications required

• A code assessable application may take 3-6 
months to be processed (material change of use, 
operational work)

• Impact assessable application may take 6 months 
– 2 years. 

• Additional time to process and complete related 
applications including;

• Operational work
• Building certification - private certifier
• Plumbing applications & inspections
• Post construction inspections
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Application Preparation

Things to consider when preparing a development 
application:
 
•  Site constraints

•  Environmental impacts - risk management (e.g. flooding, 
bushfire)

•  Ecological protection (e.g. waterways, native vegetation) 
– Council has a TLPI – Protection of Biodiversity Values

•  Required technical plans and reports

•  Building design and services

•  Access and parking arrangements

•  Landscaping and rural amenity

•  Noise management

•  Waste management 

•  Stormwater management
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Helpful Resources 

Development applications: 
Check out Council’s website: Development Applications – Gympie Regional Council
(includes lots of information about the development application process) 

Development advice services: 
Check out Council’s website: Support for applicants – Gympie Regional Council
(includes forms and factsheets and a link to request a pre-application meeting) 

Development tools:
Check out Council’s Online Mapping Tool: PublicWeb > Town Planning (gympie.qld.gov.au)
(Identify zoning, overlays and infrastructure) 

Planning scheme:
Check out Council’s website: *gympie-regional-council-planning-scheme-2013-version-3-0
(identify level of assessment, applicable codes and assessment benchmarks) 

Temporary Local Planning Instrument – Protection of Biodiversity Values:
Check out Council’s website: Temporary Local Planning Instruments – Gympie Regional Council
(identify level of assessment, applicable codes and assessment benchmarks) 

https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/development/development-applications
https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/support-applicants
https://maps.gympie.qld.gov.au/IntraMaps910/?project=PublicWeb&module=Town%20Planning
https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/2699/gympie-regional-council-planning-scheme-2013-version-3-0
https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/temporary-local-planning-instruments
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Helpful Resources 

QLD Development tools:
Check out QLD’s Online Mapping Tool:Mapping | Planning 
(statedevelopment.qld.gov.au)
(Identify overlays and infrastructure) 

Check out QLD’s State Planning Policy: spp-july-2017.pdf (windows.net) 
(identify state interest policies and assessment benchmarks)

You may need to speak with other government agencies, such as the 
State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA):

SARA (Wide Bay Burnett): 
Mapping of State matters: Development Assessment Mapping
Email: WBBSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au

https://planning.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/planning-framework/mapping
https://planning.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/planning-framework/mapping
https://dsdmipprd.blob.core.windows.net/general/spp-july-2017.pdf
https://dams.dsdip.esriaustraliaonline.com.au/damappingsystem/?accordions=SARA%20DA%20Mapping
mailto:WBBSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au

